CONSTITUTION 
OF OUR 


Indian Mennonite Churches 
in OKLAHOMA and MONTANA. 
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The Indian Mennonite Churches in Okla- 
homa and Montana are congregations of 
Christian Indians, which however can be 
joined by other Christians provided they be 
baptized upon confession of faith. 

The following regulations for the mem- 

bers of these churches are given in the 
Spirit of God’s Word, which says: “God is 
not a God of confusion but of peace.” 
. I. Our Indian Churches, a fruit of the Mis- 
sion work of the General Conference of the 
_ Mennonites of North America, profess to 
acknowledge the principles of the Menno- 
nites in general, and bind themselves to the 
Constitution of said Conference. 

II. Therefore the members of said church- 
es adhere: 
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1. To the doctrine of salvation by gracc¢ 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. To baptism upon confession of regener: 
ation through faith. 

38. To the avoidance of all oaths. 

4. To scriptural church discipline. 

5. To a scriptural non-resistance. 

III. The admission to church membership : 
requires: 

1. True conversion, according to John 3:5, 
followed by 

2. Instruction, according to Matt. 28:19,20. 

3. Time of probation, according to 1. John 
4:1, and 

4, Baptism upon confession of faith. 

IV. The admission to church membership 
makes it a duty to abjure heathenism in all 
its forms: 

1. The worship of gods or spirits in pray- 
ers or offerings. 

2. The ceremonial or habitual use of 
“peyote.” 

8. The participation in family, clan, and 
tribal religious ceremonies. 

4, The painting and mutilation of the body. 

V. Members of said churches deem it their 
duty: 
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1. To keep the Sabbath holy. 

2. To attend regularly the church services. 

3. To partake of the Lord’s Supper, as of- 
ten as celebrated in the congregation. 

4. To read the Bible and pray daily in 
private. 

5. To testify of their Christian faith 
among their people through words and 
deeds. 

6. To marry according to God’s command- 
ments and the laws of the State. 

7. To raise and educate their children in 
the Christian faith. 


VI. Members of the church absolutely con- 
demn and repudiate adultery in all its forms: 

1. Divorce. 

2. Polygamy. 

3. Legalized and clandestine prostitution. 


VII. Members of the church must abstain 
from gambling, drinking, and secret socie- 
ties among Indians and Whites. 


VIII. A member guilty of trespassing any 
one of these regulations, will incur a scrip- 
tural discipline. As such we understand: 

1. Admonition: 

a) by the missionary. 
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b) by the missionary and the deacon 
or some other member. 

2. Exclusion: 

a) from the Lord’s Supper. 
b) from membership privileges. 
c) from membership. 

IX. Language; locality and peculiar rela- 
tions divide our Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Christians into different congregations, but 
the membership in one congregation includes 
the membership in all congregations. 

X. This constitution or any regulation 
thereof can be altered by the consent of two- © 
thirds of the missionaries and the ratifica- 
tion of the Mission Board. | 

XI. Every member of the church gives his 
consent to every regulation of this consti- 
tution. 
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